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Memorandum on the Charter for
Coordinator of United States
Assistance to Europe and Eurasia

July 25, 2001

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Charter for Coordinator of U.S.
Assistance to Europe and Eurasia

The United States has a vital stake in a
stable and secure Europe and Eurasia. Main-
taining effective support for the expanding
free market and promoting the democratic
transformation of the formerly Communist
societies of Central and Eastern Europe and
the former Soviet Union remain among our
highest foreign policy priorities. Over the
past decade, bilateral assistance programs
under the ‘‘Support for East European De-
mocracies (SEED) Act’’ of 1989 and the
‘‘Freedom for Russia and Emerging Eurasian
Democracies and Open Markets (FREE-
DOM) Support Act’’ of 1992 have played an
important role in advancing democratic and
economic reforms in the formerly Com-
munist countries of the region. Other
projects funded through legislation, such as
the Cooperative Threat Reduction Act of
1993, have advanced our denuclearization
and nonproliferation objectives.

Despite remarkable progress in many
countries, the ultimate success of reform ef-
forts across the region is by no means as-
sured. This fact, combined with budget reali-
ties that constrain the level of funding for
our bilateral assistance to the region, makes
it imperative that our assistance be as tar-
geted, relevant, and efficient as possible.

To achieve maximum coordination of ef-
forts that promote such reforms and policies
within the executive branch, I hereby des-
ignate Ambassador William B. Taylor, Jr., to
serve as the SEED Program Coordinator, in
accordance with section 601 of the SEED
Act, and to continue serving as Coordinator
of U.S. Assistance to the Newly Independent
States (NIS), in accordance with section 102
of the FREEDOM Support Act.

Ambassador Taylor’s responsibilities will
include:

1. designing an overall assistance strat-
egy for each SEED and FREEDOM
Support Act country;

2. overseeing program and policy co-
ordination among United States Gov-
ernment agencies;

3. pursuing coordination with other
countries and international organiza-
tions;

4. ensuring proper management and
oversight by agencies responsible for
implementation of assistance pro-
grams; and

5. resolving policy and program disputes
among United States Government
agencies.

Ambassador Taylor will also act as Chair-
man of the Assistance Working Group of the
interagency Europe-Eurasia Policy Coordi-
nating Committee.

In fulfilling these duties, Ambassador Tay-
lor will preside over the allocation of U.S.
assistance resources. He will direct and co-
ordinate the interagency process of develop-
ment, funding, and implementation of all
United States Government bilateral assist-
ance, trade, and investment programs related
to the SEED and FREEDOM Support Act
countries.

To enable Ambassador Taylor to carry out
these responsibilities effectively, the Depart-
ments of Defense, the Treasury, Justice,
State, Commerce, Agriculture, Health and
Human Services, and Energy; the Agency for
International Development, U.S. Customs
Service, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Drug Enforcement Agency, Immigration and
Naturalization Service, Peace Corps, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Overseas Private
Investment Corporation, Trade and Devel-
opment Agency, Export-Import Bank, and all
other executive departments and agencies
with activities related to bilateral assistance
and export and investment activities in the
SEED and FREEDOM Support Act coun-
tries are directed, to the extent permitted by
law, to bring all programs and budget plans
for such assistance and activities to Ambas-
sador Taylor for review before submission to
the Office of Management and Budget, and
before implementation. Ambassador Taylor
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shall ensure that all such plans are consistent
with Administration priorities and policies.
Heads of such entities shall designate an ap-
propriate official to assist Ambassador Taylor
in accomplishing the objectives of this man-
date.

Ambassador Taylor will work with the U.S.
Ambassadors to the SEED and FREEDOM
Support Act countries to strengthen coordi-
nation mechanisms in the field and increase
the effectiveness of our assistance and export
and investment programs on the ground. As-
sistance activities in the field will be coordi-
nated by Ambassadors or their designate.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 26.

Remarks on Signing Legislation
Honoring Senator Paul Coverdell
July 26, 2001

Ours is a city here full of memorials, full
of symbols of America’s gratitude for service.
And today we come together to honor one
such man who dedicated his life to service,
a life who left us far too soon.

Nancy, welcome. I want to thank you and
your family members for being here. I want
to thank Trent and Members of the United
States Senate. One reason he didn’t ask you
to speak is, he was afraid you were going to
go on too long, Phil. [Laughter] I appreciate
Senator Miller. I thank the Georgia delega-
tion for coming, Members of the Congress.
It’s good to see the former Speaker; thank
you for being here, as well.

I appreciate John Ashcroft, the Attorney
General, for being here, and Elaine Chao,
members of my Cabinet. I’m so honored that
members—former Directors of the Peace
Corps are here, including the current Acting
Director, Chuck Baquet. Thank you for
being here, as well. I thank Michael Adams,
the president of the University of Georgia,
for being here. And I want to thank my Am-
bassador-designee to the Vatican, Jim Nich-
olson, for being here, as well.

Paul Coverdell was a man of unusual abili-
ties and striking character. He spoke with
candor when others might hide the unpleas-

ant truth. He was wise and reasonable in a
city that often lacks both virtues. He was a
man of principle who understood our polit-
ical system’s essential need for compromise.
He was respected by both allies and adver-
saries.

And the causes to which he dedicated him-
self drew all his energy and thought and ef-
fort and commitment. He understood every
parent’s hopes for a quality education, so he
pressed for tax-free savings accounts for edu-
cation expenses. Today his idea is law. And
today we rename those accounts for him, the
Coverdell Education Savings Accounts.

He had a great heart and compassion for
others, and that could be seen in his imagina-
tive and strong leadership of the Peace
Corps. As the Corps’ first post-cold-war Di-
rector, he had a vision for a new era and
the leadership to bring those dreams into
being. So today, in his honor, we rename the
Peace Corps headquarters in Washington,
DC, the Paul D. Coverdell Peace Corps
Headquarters. And we also rename the
Peace Corps World Wise School program,
the Paul D. Coverdell World Wise Schools
programs.

Paul was a champion of science and med-
ical research. Wherever Americans push the
frontiers of knowledge, they’re advancing in
the spirit of Paul Coverdell. And so, I ap-
plaud Senator Miller for his leadership in the
decision to name the University of Georgia’s
new health science building for Paul.

You know, Paul and Nancy were frequent
visitors to my folks’ house in Maine. They
were such good friends that Mother got them
to plant roses. She’s a pretty tough task-
master. [Laughter] You can imagine old Paul
out there digging away, mother yelling,
‘‘More dirt!’’ [Laughter] The hole would be
dug and Mother saying, ‘‘You put the rose-
bush in there.’’ At any rate, we get to now
see the roses, and we think of Paul. The flow-
ers bloom only a short time, but like the roots
of those bushes, his memory lasts a long time.
And the fruits of his labors, we will see for
a long time coming.

I’ve spoken today of honoring Paul. The
truth is, he honored us by his selfless service.
We’re lucky to have known him.

It is now my honor to sign the bills hon-
oring a great man.
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